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Combining Search Terms with Boolean Logic 
 
  
Using AND, OR, and NOT to combine keywords in a search allows you to narrow or broaden your 
search:  
 
AND 
AND narrows a search. Both terms must be present in any references you retrieve. You get only the gray 
portion where the terms both occur.  
 

 

 
 

 
Examples: 

internet AND security 
  television AND violence

 

 
 
OR 
OR expands a search. Either or both of the terms are present in the references you retrieve. You get all 
of both circles. 
 

 

 

 
Examples: 

college OR university
Teenager OR adolescent 

 
 
NOT 
NOT narrows a search, excluding a term. Records with the first term will be retrieved, but any records 
with the second term will be eliminated. The gray circle is pared down.  
 

 

 
 

 
Examples: 

Java NOT coffee 
mexico NOT new mexico  

 


